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County of Wilts 1916 Plan of Bridges on Main & District roads 

over the Wilts & Berks Canal 

Introduction 

At the Wiltshire & Swindon History Centre in Chippenham, there is a document from Wiltshire 

County Council (ref: F4/150/42) setting out its plans for culverting bridges over what was then the 

defunct Wilts & Berks and North Wilts canals. The County Surveyor concentrated on the main roads 

and local roads, ignoring the minor country lanes. 

The document is printed on an early photo-stat paper that’s translucent and, unfortunately, the text 

and lines tend to be fading or even blurred. 

The County’s classification of ‘main roads’ used its own numbering system. Although the 

classification into A, B and C roads had been proposed in 1913, the First World War delayed its 

implementation until 1923. No doubt the war influenced Wiltshire County Council’s decision to 

reduce long-term maintenance costs by replacing the bridges with culverts, usually with 24” glazed 

socketted pipes jointed in cement mortar. 

When the canals closed, there were protests from the rural areas because these waterways were 

important for land drainage, and hence there needed to be culverts to allow the water to flow as 

necessary. 

For each bridge, the document has one page showing the current plan and elevation, plus the 

proposed plan and elevation; in addition, there are up to two pages listing materials and works with 

planned costs. The lists of materials, works and costs are usually over-written with actual figures. 

They follow a fairly uniform pattern suggesting that the works were carried out over a relatively 

short period; there was considerable price inflation during the war, but the actual costs were not that 

much different from what was planned. 

Swindon Borough was administered separately from the rural county of Wiltshire, and so decisions 

on its bridges were outside the scope of this document; nevertheless, some of the bridges listed here 

are within the current boundary of Swindon because the town grew geographically over the decades 

into areas such as Moredon, Wroughton and South Marston. 

Overleaf, one of the bridges’ material costs are listed as a typical example. Then follow the plans and 

elevations bridge-by-bridge in the order in which they appear in the document. In many cases, the 

plans and elevations are the only images we have of the shapes and dimensions of the original 

structures. 
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Bridges listed in order of appearance: 

 
 

Black Dog Bridge – main Road No. 13.  
Canal Bridge Road 11, Derry Hill.  
Dance Bridge Main Road No. 2.  
Dauntsey Lock Bridge.  
Melksham Lowbourne Canal bridge Main Road No. 2  
Spa Road Bridge, Melksham. Main Road No. 14.  
Bridge between Broad Town and Wootton Bassett.   
Bridge between Wootton Bassett and Lyneham Main Road No. 2 (Tockenham).  
Charlecutt Bridge, Calne RDC.  
Foxham Lock Bridle bridge, Calne RDC.  
Foxham Bridge.  
Gallows Footbridge, Calne RDC.  
Hazelend Bridge (Studley – Bremhill).  
Stanley Bridge (Chippenham – Bremhill).  
Wick Bridge (Bremhill – Calne).  
Bowden Hill Bridge (Chippenham – Lacock).  
City Road Bridge, Foxham (Christian Malford – Lyneham).  
Rey Bridge (Lacock – Chippenham).  
Studley Bridge (Chippenham – Bremhill).  
Bishop Fowley Bridge (Wootton Bassett – not stated).  
Canal Tunnel, Cricklade (Minety – Cricklade).  
Canal Tunnel, Cricklade (Cricklade – Malmesbury).   
Cross Lanes Bridge (canal line parallel to Purton – Cricklade road).  
Dudge Moor Draw Bridge (Cricklade – Purton).  
Dudgemore No. 2 Draw Bridge (Cricklade – Purton).  
Dudge Moor Bridge No. 3 (brick-built, hump-back, on access to farm from main road to Cricklade).  
Forty Bridge (Chelworth – Cricklade).  
Greenhill Bridge No. 1 (Wootton Bassett – Tockenham).  
Purton Pry Draw Bridge (from Purton Road to farm).  
Tockenham Wick Draw Bridge (Grittenham – Tockenham).  
Wood Shaw Bridle Bridge (brick-built, hump-back to culvert).  
Bassett Bridge (Lydiard Tregoze – Wroughton).  
Moredon Bridge, Highworth RDC.  
Stratton Wharf Bridge, Highworth RDC (Cricklade – Highworth).  
Tockenham Bernard Bridle Bridge (Wootton Bassett to farm).  
Wroughton Bridge (Highworth RDC).  
Bowd's Farm Bridge (Malmesbury RDC) – flat bridge with embanked approaches – flattened.  
Trow Lane Bridge (Malmesbury RDC) – brick-built, hump-backed. Flattened.  
Waite Hill Farm Draw Bridge (Malmesbury RDC), near Dauntsey. 
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The layout was complicated because railway crossed over canal, then road bridge crossed over both. 
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“The Brickwork in exposed walls is perished in many places. The defective bricks should be cut out 

and replaced by now. The mortar joints should be raked out and the joints repointed in cement 

mortar. I estimate the cost of carrying out the work at approximately £60.” 
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